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Partly cloudy: High 85, Low 70 


Give credit to penny-pinching Astros 


After sticking to rebuilding plan, Crane 
cashes in with first World Series title 


By David Barron 


As an entrepreneur, 
Jim Crane made millions 
by assembling a business 
team to navigate the com- 
plex threads of moving in- 
animate objects across the 
country and around the 
world. 

As owner of the Astros, 
Crane assembled a team 


for an even tougher as- 
signment — mixing hard- 
edged, unforgiving statisti- 
cal analysis with the gentle 
arts of belief, ambition and 
motivation. 

The results of that de- 
sign were on display Friday 
afternoon as 750,000 jubi- 
lant witnesses experienced 
Houston’s first victory 


ing the NBA Rockets of 
the mid-1990s, celebrating 
the city’s first World Series 
championship team. 

It was an overnight suc- 
cess six years in the mak- 
ing. Derided for what some 
saw as penny-pinching 
ways during three straight 
100-loss seasons with the 
smallest payroll in Major 
League Baseball, Crane al- 
ways said he would spend 
real money on the Astros 
when the time was right. 


Karen Warren / Houston Chronicle 


Astros owner Jim Crane had the last laugh after 


parade since those honor- Astros continues on A15 


taking heat for having a low payroll in years past. 


Brady’s 
legacy on 
the line 


Tax code rewrite 
would be political 
career’s capstone 


By Kevin Diaz 


WASHINGTON — For- 
mer House Speaker John 
Boehner, once asked about 
prospects for overhauling 
the voluminous federal 
tax code, answered with a 
laugh. 

“Ah, Jesus,” he said. 

The populist GOP revolt 
that chased Boehner from 
office two years ago gave 
the speak- 
er’s gavel to 
Paul Ryan, 
a former 
candidate 
for vice 
president 
and an 
acknowl- 
edged ris- 
ing star in Congress. 

But it also cleared the 
way for Kevin Brady, a Re- 
publican from The Wood- 
lands with practically zero 
national name recognition, 
to become chairman of the 
tax-writing House Ways 
and Means Committee. 

The tax reform pack- 
age that is now the center- 
piece of President Donald 
Trump’s domestic policy 
agenda will, if Congress 
passes it, go down in histo- 
ry as the “Trump tax cuts.” 

But it will have Brady’s 
fingerprints all over it. 

In the 20 years since he 
first came to Congress as a 
former Chamber of Com- 
merce executive, Brady 
has mostly kept his head 
down — doing the serious 
work of tax policy, the Holy 
Writ of the GOP economic 
agenda. 

For nearly two years, 
he churned out a series of 
“frameworks” and “blue- 
prints,” but no legislative 
language on which the 

Tax continues on A17 


Brady 


FALL BACK 
It’s dayiight saving 
time. Turn clocks 
back one hour. 


WEEK IN REVIEW 


Terror strikes 
New York 


ebecca Chavez 
let the alarm ring 
twice, then a third 
time. 


She lay half- 
asleep in the dark, wonder- 
ing how she would face a 
room full of kindergartners. 

It would be her first day 
back at work since Hurri- 
cane Harvey. She got up gin- 
gerly, trying not to wake her 
sister. 

Chavez was in high school 
the last time she and Angel- 
ica shared a bedroom. Now 
they were sleeping side-by- 
side on a queen air mattress 
on the floor of their parents’ 
gutted house. 

She grabbed an outfit and 
stepped past plastic tubs of 
belongings on her way to the 
bathroom. There, the walls 
had yet to be stripped down to 
the studs, so she could turn on the light without 
disturbing everyone else. 

Chavez prayed, as she did every morning: 
“Dame la sabiduría para poder enseñar a mis estudi- 
antes.” 

Give me the wisdom to be able to teach my stu- 
dents. 


Rebecca Chavez wipes away tears 
as she remembers evacuating her 
home during Hurricane Harvey. 


HARVEY: THE AFTERMATH 


STRIPPED 
TO THE STUDS 


Michael Ciaglo photos / Houston Chronicle 


Manuel Perea sleeps in a converted school bus in the backyard of his flood-damaged rental home. 


Much of Houston has regained its stride since Harvey. 
But for tens of thousands of families, the road 
to recovery has been hard and lonely 


By Rebecca Elliott 


moving on. 

Yet for tens of thousands 
of families whose homes 
were damaged, Harvey is not 
past tense — not yet. They 
show up for work, their chil- 
dren go to school, and from 
the outside their homes may 
appear normal. 

Their private reality is dif- 
ferent. 

They spend their days 
balancing jobs and end- 
less cleanup, arguing with 
bureaucrats, fighting off 
despair. They have learned 
to improvise, to find sleep 
where they can: in motel 
rooms, cars, hollowed-out 
houses. 

The Houston Chronicle 
followed three of these fami- 
lies: a couple and their young 
children clinging to an unin- 
habitable rental, a man trying 
to salvage his elderly parents’ house, a schoolteach- 
er trying to hold it together for her students. Their 
circumstances vary, but they share a determination 
to reclaim the lives they led before the deluge. 


THE TEACHER 


Chavez greeted her kindergartners at the door 


School’s 
finances 
called into 
question 


Small charter pays 
leader top dollar, 
owns condo, holds 
$12.5M in reserves 


By Jacob Carpenter 


For more than a decade, 
the leaders of Accelerated 
Intermediate Academy 
have run their small Hous- 
ton charter school on a 
lean budget, paying teach- 
ers below-average sala- 
ries and educating kids in 
modest facilities resem- 
bling portable trailers. 

At the same time, the 
school’s superintendent, 
Kevin Hicks, has drawn 
an annual salary of about 
$250,000 — a seemingly 
outsized sum given its 
roughly 275 students and 
20 employees. The school 
also is sitting on a condo 
appraised at $450,000 
and recently reported 
$12.5 million in cash re- 
serves, records show. 

“Wow. He definitely 
could have put more into 
the school,” Kennessa 
Johnson, a former teach- 
er at the charter, said of 
Hicks. “It was extremely 
basic in the school. There 
werent even any win- 
dows.” 

The school’s spending 
has raised questions about 
the management of the 
southwest Houston char- 
ter, which has received 
more than $55 million in 
taxpayer dollars since 
opening in 2001, a Hous- 
ton Chronicle investiga- 
tion has found. 

Experts said relatively 
lax state oversight and 
instances of poor gover- 
nance can lead to misspent 
tax dollars at charters, 
which are publicly funded 
schools run by nonprofits. 
Unlike at traditional pub- 
lic schools, board mem- 
bers of charters are chosen 
by fellow members, not lo- 
cal voters. 

The school has per- 
formed well academically, 
regularly meeting state 
standards. But a Chronicle 
review of Accelerated In- 
termediate’s tax and prop- 
erty records, along with 
an analysis of state salary 
databases and more than 
a dozen interviews, found: 

e Hicks’ salary of 
$265,553 last year was 
about $85,000 more than 
any superintendent of a 
district with fewer than 
500 students, according to 

Charter continues on A23 
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